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Thursday April 23
New York arrival.
o 3:47 PM: Guests arriving on Jet Blue Flight Flight #1382, which departs IAH 11:11 AM will be met by
Joe and Alejandro at the airport and transferred by private, luxury coach to the hotel – with expert New
York commentary en route.
o A note from Joe and Alejandro:
o The United Flight which Maureen usually suggests as the group flight has increased greatly in price. It
has become much more complicated for Maureen to make the arrangements she has in the past.
o We suggested that she transfer the group flight to Jet Blue, which we swear by -- in large part because of
the nice planes, free Wi-Fi and entertainment, reasonable fares in $ (which are $169 to New York and
$139 to Houston -- less than ½ those of the United flights) and their reasonable fares in frequent flier
miles (less than 11,000 miles from Houston to New York and less than 9,000 miles from New York to
Houston) (You can convert American Express Rewards into Jet Blue Frequent flier miles).
o If you arrive in New York on another flight, please transfer to the hotel on your own. (add’l cost).
Before leaving the airport, we will explore the interior of Eero Saarinen’s beautifully restored 1962
architectural masterpiece, the former TWA Airline Terminal - now converted into a hotel attached to Jet
Blue’s Terminal #5.

Former TWA Flight Center

Our Hotel, the Millennium Broadway, a popular hotel on a quiet street in the heart of the Times Square
Theatre District.
Dinner, with unlimited drinks, in a fine Theatre District restaurant.
o Please note: The restaurant will be within walking distance of the hotel. Should you need transportation,
we will help you with the arrangements.
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Friday April 24
We will explore some of Brooklyn’s secrets and lesser known neighborhoods.
o Our explorations will be by coach. When we take a leisurely stroll within a neighborhood, it will be one
way – with the coach meeting us at the other end. You will always have the option of remaining on the
coach and we will rejoin you after our stroll.
Explore Cobble Hill, one of New York’s lesser known, and not yet trendy, town house/carriage house
neighborhoods, as led by one of the people most responsible for the NYC designation of this Historic
District.

Cobble Hill

Explore Park Slope, one of New York’s most beautiful brownstone neighborhoods, which has recently
become one of New York’s trendiest neighborhoods for celebrities, as led by one of the people most
responsible for the NYC designation of this Historic District. See the remains of what was, and still is, the
worst (1960) plane crash over a city in U.S. history.

Park Slope

12 Noon: Lunch, with unlimited house wine and soft drinks, in a fine restaurant in Brooklyn.
Explore Brooklyn’s best-kept secret, Prospect Park South - a residential neighborhood of large, elegant
Victorian Mansions, as led by the person responsible for the neighborhood’s NYC Historic District landmark
designation
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Prospect Park South

A private visit to the Kings Theatre, one of New York City’s largest and most ornate motion picture
palaces, magnificently restored, and reopened as a performing arts center
o Hosted by the Kings Theatre staff and by the person in large part responsible for saving this theatre
from demolition.

Kings Theatre

This evening: You will see a Broadway show of your choice.
o You will be sent a synopsis of all Broadway shows which are scheduled during your days in New York.
o You will be asked to choose your own shows, in order of preference
o Our priority will be to obtain front Orchestra seats, in most cases located directly next to Premium
Seats, for your first show choices. For a select few Broadway shows there will be surcharges for these
seat locations. We will let you know in advance about the surcharges, if any.
o We will obtain premium seats, if requested (add’l cost).
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Saturday April 25
A Broadway Adventure highlight: An entertainment ‘salon’ with 3 cast members, each from a hit
Broadway musical, who will sing for us and with whom we will have an intimate discussion about the life
of a Broadway artist, its New York challenges and rewards.
o Our entertainers will be accompanied on the piano by the keyboardist from “Wicked” - who has
been associated with this hit musical almost from its inception – and will discuss with us the creation
and success of this Broadway phenomenon.
This Afternoon: A Broadway show (#2) of your choice.
This Evening: A Broadway show (#3) of your choice.
Post-theatre, we will gather in the private room of a Theatre District restaurant for dessert, house
wine, and coffee/tea for a discussion of the shows which have seen today.

Sunday April 26
During today’s explorations, we will pass some of New York’s most important Off-Broadway theatres and
discuss the major shows which originated in them.
o Our explorations will be by coach. When we take a leisurely stroll within a neighborhood, it will be one
way – with the coach meeting us at the other end. You will always have the option of remaining on the
coach and we will rejoin you after our stroll.
Explore Greenwich Village, including a stroll through some of Manhattan’s oldest, narrowest, and
architecturally interesting streets – rarely seen by visitors –led by the person in large part responsible for
the NYC designation of many of New York’s historic districts such as this one
Explore the East Village, successively home to mid 1800’s German immigrants, early 1900’s Ellis Island Jews
and Greek Orthodox immigrants, mid 1900’s Hippies, 1980’s punk rockers and today’s alternate music, night
clubs, and many of New York’s historic Off-Broadway and Off-Off Broadway theatres

Cherry Lane Theatre, Greenwich Village
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Norma, Joe, and Alejandro, invite you for pastry, snacks, and soft drinks at Norma and Joe’s apartment in
the Garment District.
o Enjoy a roof top view of the New York skyline and the nearby Empire State Building
This Afternoon: A Broadway show (#4) of your choice
Free Evening

Monday April 27
Hotel check-out
10 AM: Guests on the group flight, Jet Blue # 1381 will depart the hotel, arriving by coach at JFK between
11 AM and 11:30 AM in advance of a 1 PM flight departure, arriving IAH at 4:09 PM.
o Other guests will transfer to the airport on their own (add’l cost) unless they want to join the group
coach to JFK.

The Cost of This Program:
With Hotel:
o $3150 per person, double occupancy (including a $250 per person donation to The Grand)
o With Single occupancy, please add $550
Without Hotel:
o $2650 per person, double occupancy (including a $250 per person donation to The Grand)
Should events, venues, or sites become unavailable, we will take advantage of New York’s cultural richness and make
substitutions which will in no way affect the quality of this program. The cost of this program is based on a minimum of 20
guests utilizing 10 hotel rooms
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Our Biographies:
Joseph Rosenberg, PhD, Founder and President of V.I.P. Tours of New York; Architecture and Theatre
Historian; Lecturer, and NYC licensed tour guide.
I received a PhD in Medical Biochemistry from the Fels Cancer Research Institute. (I know,
you didn’t see that coming!). It was my good fortune that a post-doctoral research
fellowship, at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, brought me to New York. It was
love at first sight. The city enabled and encouraged me to change my life focus.
While I was developing my passion for architecture and theater, I was watching many
historic buildings being torn down. I decided I had to do something about it, so I became
part of a movement to save NY from losing its history. I re-activated the languishing New York Historic
Districts Council, became its President, and began working closely with New York City’s Landmark
Preservation Commission, pushing for the NYC landmark designation of 10 NYC Historic Districts
including SoHo, DUMBO, Park Slope, and Fort Greene. (New York now has approximately 110 historic
districts). I was a co-founder of “The Showpeople’s Committee to Save Radio City Music Hall”, in
response to plans to demolish what was long-called the “Showplace of the Nation.” I co-founded, with
Actor’s Equity, “Save The Theatres, Inc.” which fought for the landmark designations of 35 Broadway
Theatres. I worked alongside Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in the fierce battle to save Grand Central
Station, a fight which went all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, helping to shape the architectural
preservation movement throughout the entire country.
Saving these historic buildings and districts ultimately became an asset to the city, which began to see
new rebirth in the 90’s, in large part due to the efforts of the city to keep the arts and the artists in New
York. The city became safe and people went back to the theatre. Fortunately, there were some theatres
remaining to go back to. Today there are more upcoming shows than theatres available. This brought me
to understand I needed to pass on our experiences. I started lecturing about New York Theatre and
Motion Picture palaces nationally and internationally.
I became a Board member of the League of Historic American Theatres, dedicated to the restoration and
re-use of historic theatres throughout the U.S. and Canada. I realized that the best way to show the
achievements of NYC in the support of the arts and landmark preservation was by bringing people to NY
in organized tours. I soon discovered that many regional and historic theatres and other performing arts
organizations were very interested in planning trips for their board members, patrons, and financial
supporters. To my delight, our programs were very effective in helping these organizations build bonds
with their financial supporters, which resulted in increased donations and emotional engagement. We
used this model to grow and expand our portfolio with other Cities including London, Edinburgh, San
Francisco, Chicago and Havana.
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Alejandro Almaguer: VIP Tours of New York Director. NYC Licensed Tour Guide.
The first day I came to New York I was truly overwhelmed. I didn’t think I
would be able to adapt to its speed, or its intimidating frankness. I quickly
discovered that the rough edges were just an exterior façade. The City is
actually very warm and welcoming. I discovered that New York is always
willing to give you a hand. It gives you a shocking greeting, and then
welcomes you as if you were part of it, like being home.
I grew up in Havana, Cuba. As soon as I got my bachelor’s in economics from the University of Havana, I
took advantage of Cuba’s new private enterprise laws and started my own coffee shop business. The
success of this adventure encouraged me to continue expanding my entrepreneurial endeavors. I began
to organize and lead tours throughout Cuba. That’s when I connected with Joe Rosenberg, and we
started to work together as part of his People to People trips to Cuba. When I relocated to New York, I
was lucky to know Joe, who has been a friend and mentor. He showed me a New York that you don’t find
in any tourist guide. He taught me the value of the historic buildings, and he told me the stories about
how hard they fought to save them. His passion for the city became my passion. I started to learn about
NY and its people. After 6 months living in the city, I passed the test to become a NYC licensed Tour
Guide. Since then I became Tour Director for VIP Tours of NY, and now I am part of a community united
by the love to the arts and the conservation of patrimony.
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