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Fall 2020 
 
Dear Educators, Parents, and Caregivers, 
 
Welcome to ArtsPower Theatre On Demand’s Study Buddy, a learning and activity 
guide for ArtsPower’s musical, From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  
 
This guide has been carefully crafted to provide meaningful information and enjoyable 
activities designed to pique your student’s interest in learning about the musical, the 
book upon which it is based, and relevant facts about the Italian Renaissance and its 
most famous artists. In addition, we pose questions that invite your students to think 
critically and imagine. We encourage them to research, write, sketch, and express their 
opinions. 
 
We have created this Study Buddy to meet Core Curriculum Standards, which appear 
at the end of each lesson. You can find more information about these Standards 
online at http://www.corestandards.org. 
 
Please note that the activities in this Study Buddy are simply suggestions. You may 
alter or expand upon them to suit your own needs and expectations. We hope you will 
encourage your students to submit their work to us, only with your written approval to 
ondemand@artspower.org, so that we may post it on the 
artspowerondemand.teachable.com website. It is our hope that students from around 
the country will be able to see what their peers are thinking and experiencing. 
 
Please feel free to share your comments and suggestions with us at 
ondemand@artspower.org. 
 
Thank you for using this Study Buddy! We are grateful for your continued commitment 
to sharing your skills and guidance with young people! 
 
Yours for the Arts, 
 
 
 
Mark A. Blackman   Isabel Blatt 
Founding Co-Director  Curriculum Coordinator  
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ArtsPower’s Musical, From the Mixed-Up Files of  

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
 
 
Lesson Plan Objective: To introduce students to ArtsPower’s musical, From the 
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, its author, and historical information 
relevant to the production. 
 
Educator Instructions: Have your student(s) read the synopsis below and then have 
them watch the show in two parts. The option to watch the show in one long video is 
also available under “Full Length Show” in the list of lessons.  
 
 
A Brief Synopsis of the Musical 
 
It is 1967 at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art (The Met) in New York City. Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler is a collector of fine art, facts, 
figures, and secrets. She narrates the action 
of ArtsPower’s musical play through a letter 
she is writing to her lawyer, whom she calls 
Saxonberg.  
 
After she learns about the adventures of 
Claudia and Jamie Kincaid, two children 
who have run away from home to live at The 
Met for a few days, Mrs. Frankweiler needs 
her lawyer to change her last will and 
testament. Among her many files, she will 
now include the story of how Claudia and 
Jamie run away, hide out and sleep over at 
The Met, investigate whether a statue called Angel was carved by Michelangelo, and, 
in the end, become a terrific sister and brother team.  
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ArtsPower’s Musical, From the Mixed-Up Files of 

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
 
 
There are 16 characters or roles in From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. 
But the cast (all the actors in the play) has only four actors. Three actors play the  
main roles, Mrs. Frankweiler, Claudia Kincaid, and Jamie Kincaid. The fourth actor 
plays 13 roles. In theatre, when an actor plays more than one character, it is called 
"doubling." You will know that the actor who "doubles" has become a new character 
when he changes his hat, speech, and/or movements on stage. 
 
 
Watch From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 
 
 
Common Core Standards Met 
 
3rd Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C. Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 
 
4th Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 
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Discussion Questions 

 
Lesson Plan Objective: To initiate an open discussion about the show and its 
themes.  
 
Educator Instructions: After watching the entire performance, discuss the following 
Discussion Questions with your students. Have them practice good discussion 
etiquette and help them to think critically about the performance they have seen.  
 
 
Discussion Questions  
 
What did you think of the musical you just saw? Try to address the quality of the 
following theatrical elements: 1) the acting; 2) the script; 3) the music and lyrics; and 4) 
the set.  
 
Would you want to change anything about the performance? If so, be specific. 
 
Why do you think Claudia and Jamie never expressed feelings of being scared while 
they were on their own in New York City? 
 
 
Common Core Standards Met 

  
3rd Grade -- Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1 A-D; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.3.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6. Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 
A-I; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C 
4th Grade -- Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 A-C; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.4.6. Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1 A-G; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.3 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 
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Vocabulary Used in the Performance 
 
 
Lesson Plan Objective: To provide definitions of 10 words and expressions that 
appear in the musical’s dialogue. 
 
Educator Instructions: Student(s) may reference the vocabulary words and their 
definitions to understand how they are used in the musical. 
 
 
Vocabulary List 
 
Art Gallery: a room or building that is dedicated to exhibiting works of art. There are 
many art galleries at The Met. 
 
Auction: a public sale in which property is sold to the person who is willing to pay the 
most money for it. The Angel statue was originally put up for auction at the Parke-
Bernet Gallery in New York City. 
 
Extravagant: spending a lot of money on expensive items or events. Jamie thought 
Claudia’s wish to take a taxi was too extravagant.  
 
Inconspicuous: not attracting attention. Claudia continues to remind Jamie to be 
inconspicuous while they are in New York City. 
 
Inconvenient: causing trouble or difficulty. Claudia found picnics to be inconvenient 
because of the bugs they attracted. 
 
Last Will and Testament: a legal document that specifies how a person’s property and 
money will be distributed after his or her death. Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler has her last 
will and testament changed after meeting Claudia and Jamie and learning of their 
adventure at The Met. 
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Vocabulary Used in the Performance 
 
 
Mason’s Mark: a symbol found in stone buildings and works of art that is put there by 
the builder or artist. Claudia tells Jamie that the Angel statue has a stone mason’s mark 
which may indicate that Michelangelo was the artist who created it. 
 
Musty: having a stale, moldy, or damp smell. Claudia claims the old bed they have 
chosen to sleep in at The Met is dirty and smells musty. 
 
Sarcophagus: a stone coffin, used during the ancient civilizations of Egypt, Rome, and 
Greece. Claudia and Jamie hear about a sarcophagus from their docent, or museum 
guide, while they are taking a tour of The Met. 
 
Tightwad: a person who does not like to spend their money. Claudia calls Jamie a 
tightwad when he asks for all of Claudia’s money that she wants him to manage. 
 
 
Common Core Standards Met 

  
3rd Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C. Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 

4th Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 
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All About Author E.L. Konigsburg 
 

Lesson Plan Objective: To learn more about the author of the book, “From the 
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler”  
 
Educator Instructions: Have your student(s) read about E.L. Konigsburg. Additional 
online resources can be found below.  
 
 
E.L. Konigsburg: A Brief Biography 

Elaine Lobl (E.L.) Konigsburg was born on February 10, 1930, in 
New York and grew up in several small towns throughout 
Pennsylvania. She loved reading as a child and named The 
Secret Garden and Mary Poppins as early inspirations. 

Konigsburg graduated from Carnegie Institute of Technology 
(now Carnegie-Mellon University) in Pittsburgh with a degree in 
Chemistry. She married David Konigsburg in 1952 and they had 
three children, Paul, Laurie, and Ross.  

Konigsburg wrote her first novel for young readers, From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. 
Basil E. Frankweiler, in 1967. Later that year, she wrote Jennifer, Hecate, Macbeth, 
William McKinley, and Me, Elizabeth. Both books were nominated for the American 
Library Association’s 1968 Newbery Medal, with From the Mixed-Up Files… winning 
the top prize and Jennifer, Hecate, Macbeth … winning a Newbery Honor Book 
runner-up award This is the only time one author has been honored with two Newbery 
Awards in one year. 

In 1997, Konigsburg won her second Newbery Medal with The View from Saturday, a 
novel told from the first-person perspectives of four members of a championship quiz 
bowl team and their paraplegic coach. 

In all, Konigsburg wrote a total of 20 books, about half of which she illustrated herself, 
including: 
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All About Author E.L. Konigsburg 
 
 

• From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. New York: Atheneum, 
1967. 

• Jennifer, Hecate, Macbeth, William McKinley, and Me, Elizabeth. New York: 
Atheneum, 1967. 

• About the B'nai Bagels. New York: Atheneum, 1969. 
• A Proud Taste for Scarlet and Miniver. New York: Atheneum, 1973. 
• The Second Mrs. Giaconda. New York: Atheneum, 1975. 
• Father's Arcane Daughter. New York: Atheneum, 1976. 
• Journey to an 800 Number. New York: Atheneum, 1982. 
• Up from Jericho Tel. New York: Atheneum, 1986. 
• T-Backs, T-Shirts, COAT, and Suit. New York: Atheneum, 1993. 
• The View from Saturday. New York: Atheneum, 1996. 
• Silent to the Bone. New York: Atheneum, 2000. 
• The Outcast of 19 Schuyler Place. New York: Atheneum, 2004. 

 
On April 19, 2013, Konigsburg died at the age of 83 in Falls Church, Virginia, after 
suffering a stroke. Fortunately, she had the opportunity to see and enjoy a 
performance of ArtsPower’s musical, From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, in New York City in 2003. Konigsburg is survived by her three children 
and five grandchildren. Her husband, David, predeceased her in 2001. 
 
 
The Mystery of the Angel Statue 
 
In October 1965, Konigsburg read an article in The New York Times titled, “A $225 
Sculpture May Be a Master's Worth $500,000,” about a sculpture the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art had purchased for just $225 that may have been created by Leonardo 
da Vinci.   
 
Konigsburg used this exciting news story and included the statue, which she called 
“Angel,” as the focus of her fictional mystery. She decided to make Angel a possible-
Michelangelo work that fascinated both Claudia and James Kincaid, the siblings in the 
book who decided to run away from home and seek new adventures at The Met. 
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All About Author E.L. Konigsburg 
 
Articles About E.L. Konigsburg 
 

1. 5 Facts About Elaine Lobl Konigsburg’s Mixed-up Museum Adventure 
http://www.judynewmanatscholastic.com/blog/2017/04/5_facts_about_konigs
burg/ 

2. Meet the Author E.L. Konigsburg 
https://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmr/mtai/konigsburg.html 

3. Postscript: E. L. Konigsburg (1930-2013) from The New Yorker Magazine 
https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/postscript-e-l-konigsburg-
1930-
2013?source=search_google_dsa_paid&gclid=Cj0KCQjwg8n5BRCdARIsALxKb
97BYPiV7XcL8q3o5js8dVUArFGtNA68v-
YohDyfQCKDkOO71z23D6kaAu2yEALw_wcB 

4. “The Legacy of an Author Lingers at the Met,” by Liz Robbins, New York Times, 
April 23, 2013. https://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/04/23/at-the-met-an-
authors-legacy-lingers/ 
 

 
Common Core Standards Met 
 

3rd Grade -- Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4. Language: CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 
A-C 

4th Grade -- Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.4.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3. Language: CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 
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About ArtsPower 
 
Lesson Plan Objective: To learn more about ArtsPower National Touring Theatre 
and gain greater insight into the people involved in producing a musical. 
 
Educator Instructions: Have your student(s) read About ArtsPower and discuss with 
them what they think creating a show or being on tour would be like.   
 
 
About ArtsPower National Touring Theatre 
 
Creating a musical theatre production like From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler takes a lot of time and creative energy from a group of people. Many 
people work together to make the changes and additions it takes to turn the book into 
an hour-long musical.  

ArtsPower is a professional theatre company that creates musical and dramatic theatre 
productions, based on popular and classic books for young readers, and tours them 
for young and family audiences throughout the nation and Canada. Since its start in 
1985, ArtsPower has produced 34 musicals and dramas and performed them in first-
run theatres, cultural centers, university auditoriums, and schools throughout 49 states 
and Canada for a total audience of 14.5 million people.  
 
Although the pandemic has caused ArtsPower to suspend its national touring activities 
in 2020-21, its four actors and one stage manager would typically:  
 

• pack the show’s set, costumes, and sound equipment in their large van. 
• set up and break down the show. 
• take care of costumes and props (objects that are handled by the actors). 
• stay in hotels when they travel. 
• sometimes present up to nine performances in a week. 
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About ArtsPower 
 
Who Does What to Create a Musical? 
 

• The playwright writes the lines the actors speak. 
• The composer writes the music. 
• The lyricist writes the words to the songs the actors sing. 
• The designers create sets, costumes, props, and lighting. 
• The director rehearses the actors and makes decisions about what happens on 

stage during the show. 
• The actors perform the show.  
• The stage manager oversees all backstage elements of the show.   
• The producers raise the money to create and manage all aspects of the 

production and its tour throughout the United States and Canada. 
 
 
The Creators of this Musical 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GREG GUNNING (Playwright, Lyricist, and 
Director), formerly ArtsPower’s Artistic 
Director, has written or co-written all but two 
scripts to ArtsPower's theatre productions. 
Greg’s script for ArtsPower’s Lily’s Crossing, 
based on the Newbery Honor book by 
Patricia Reilly Giff, is included in Penguin 
Books’ “The Signet Book of Short Plays.” 

RICHARD DEROSA (Composer and 
Orchestrator), is presently Associate 
Professor and Director of Jazz Composition 
and Arranging Studies at the University of 
North Texas. Richard has composed and 
orchestrated the scores to 30 ArtsPower 
productions. 

GARY (left) and MARK BLACKMAN (Producers 
and ArtsPower’s Co-Directors) founded ArtsPower 
in 1985. The Blackmans are graduates of 
Columbia College, Columbia University and Florida 
State University’s College of Music. In their former 
lives as musicians, each was named as an 
“Outstanding Jazz Soloist” in Downbeat 
magazine’s Student Recording Awards. In their 
present lives, Gary serves as ArtsPower’s 
Managing Director while Mark is Director of 
Development and Marketing. Gary served as a 
board member on the New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts from 2014-2019.  

DAN HELZER (Set Designer) has created 
the set illustrations for 15 ArtsPower 
productions. A versatile artist who also paints 
and sculpts, Dan has taught painting and 
drawing at Nevada Museum of Art. A 
graduate of The Art Institutes, Dan presently 
works as an artist at IGT in Reno, Nevada. 

. 
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About ArtsPower 
 
The Process of Creating an ArtsPower Musical 
 
ArtsPower’s Founding Co-Directors Gary and Mark Blackman and their staff read 
books for young readers to identify those stories that can be made into a musical or 
drama. We always want to make sure the story is one that young people can relate to 
it. 
 
Once we have chosen a book, we get permission from the author to allow us to turn 
the book into a one-hour, staged play. Then, the playwright begins to the script, the 
words the actors will speak on stage, using the book as the basis for the plot and 
characters in the play. After the playwright completes the script, the lyricist and 
composer begin to create the score, or the music and lyrics, to the musical. The 
costumer and set designer begin their work to design the costumes and sets, 
respectively.  
 
As the play is being written, the producers start selling the musical and planning its 
tour across the country to ArtsPower’s network of theatres, cultural centers, university 
auditoriums, and schools that would like to have the show in their communities. 
 
After the script, lyrics, and music have been written, the orchestrator will create all the 
music for the musical, and then professionally record it using the sounds of many 
different orchestral instruments. The actors will sing live to this recorded soundtrack 
during the performance. (ArtsPower does not travel with live musicians.)  
 
The sets for the show must be designed and built to fit in the back of the maxivan in 
which the show’s cast will travel with their stage manager. The van must carry four 
actors, one stage manager, and the set, costumes, sound system, props, and luggage. 
 
ArtsPower’s production manager is responsible to make sure that the cast members 
and stage managers are doing well while they are performing and travelling. She 
makes all the hotel reservations for the casts and speaks to the stage managers every 
day to make sure they are on schedule and enjoying their tour.  
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About ArtsPower 
 
Watch Video, “Interview with Andy Dawson, an ArtsPower Director” 

 

ArtsPower’s Original Shows (1989-2021) 
 

YEAR CREATED PRODUCTION MUSICAL DRAMA 
1989 Four Score and Seven Years Ago ●  

1991 Olympic Spirit: The Jesse Owens Story ●  

1992 Beyond the Miracle ●  

1993 Anne of Green Gables ●  

1994 Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates ●  

1995 Laura Ingalls Wilder ●  

1996 Salem Justice  ● 
1997 Terrifically Tilly ●  

1998 A Little Princess ●  

1999 Caddie Woodlawn  ● 
2000 Are You My Mother? ●  

2000 Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great ●  

2001 Anastasia Krupnik ●  

2001 Highlights for Children ●  

2002 The Little Engine That Could Earns Her Whistle ●  

2002 Lily’s Crossing  ● 
2003 From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler ●  

2003 Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel ●  

2004 The Rainbow Fish ●  

2005 My Heart in a Suitcase  ● 
2005 Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon ●  

2006 Harry the Dirty Dog ●  

2007 Madeline and the Bad Hat ●  

2007 Fish Face ●  

2008 The Silent Boy  ● 
2009 Jigsaw Jones and the Case of the Class Clown ●  

2013 The Monster Who Ate My Peas ●  

2014 Dog Loves Books ●  

2015 Chicken Dance ●  

2016 Biscuit ●  

2017 Nugget & Fang ●  

2018 Your Alien ●  

2019 Judy Moody and Stink ●  

2021 Cowboy Camp ●  
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About ArtsPower 
 
Common Core Standards Met 
  
3rd Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C. Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 

4th Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6  
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Character Studies 

 
Lesson Plan Objective: To understand the basic structure of dialogue and how it 
informs the audience about the characters’ thoughts, feelings, and intentions.  
 
Educator Instructions: Have your students read the section on dialogue. They can 
then answer the questions that follow.  
 
 
Watch the Video, “Interviews with the Actors Portraying Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler and Jamie Kincaid” 
 
 
Lines of Dialogue 
 
Playwrights write lines of dialogue for the actors to speak. These lines are the main way 
the audience receives information about the plot (story) and the characters. Learn 
more about the characters by reading each line of dialogue below for each character. 
Please read them separately as the three lines for each character come from different 
parts of the play and do not go together.  
 
Try speaking each line aloud and with expression. Can you identify where in the play 
they were spoken? 
 
 

MRS. FRANKWEILER 
“Claudia was organized - paying attention to every detail - almost as much as I do." 
 
"You tell me all the details of your running away - everything – and I'll have my 
chauffeur drive you home in my Rolls Royce." 
 
"Let's just say I needed the secret more than I needed the money." 
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Character Studies 
 
 

CLAUDIA 
“Jamie, we've got to stay inconspicuous." 
 
"Tight wad. Maybe bringing you along was a mistake." 
 
"You've just arrived at the most beautiful place in the whole world – filled with the 
masterpieces of Renoir and Monet - and all you can think about is food?" 
 

 
JAMIE 

“Stop correcting my grammar!” 
 
“Hey! We could sleep in a sarcophagus tonight!" 
 
"Twenty-seven dollars and eleven cents left. Did you know that food was going to be 
so expensive?” 
 
 
Answer the Following Questions  
 
Writing Assignment Instructions: Have your student(s) answer the questions below. 
We suggest short-answer questions be answered in a single paragraph and long-
answer questions be answered in two or more paragraphs. (Feel free to create your 
own questions and the lengths of answers to meet your own learning criteria and 
expectations.)  
 
Short-Answer Questions  
 

1. How did Claudia and Jamie become closer as the show progressed? 
 

2. Do you think Claudia and Jamie were missing their parents while they were 
away from home? (Answer in the first-person, as if you are Claudia or Jamie 
telling us why or why not you are missing your parents or caregivers.)  

 
Long-Answer Questions  
 

1. E.L. Konigsburg has clearly defined the personalities of the main characters in 
her story. What is so interesting is that each of these characters, Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, Claudia Kincaid, and Jamie Kincaid, experience changes in his or 
her outlook and emotions. Looking at each character individually, describe 
some of the changes you see in their thoughts and behaviors throughout the 
show.  
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Character Studies 
 

 
2. How do you think Mrs. Frankweiler felt when Claudia and Jamie talked about 

making her their honorary grandmother at the end of the show? Did you expect 
that response from her? 

 
 
Common Core Standards Met 
  
3rd Grade -- Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.6. Speaking and Listening: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2. Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 A-I; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.2 A-G; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C 

4th Grade -- Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6. Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1 A-D; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.4.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.4.9 
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The History of the Italian Renaissance 

 
Lesson Plan Objective: To learn about the Italian Renaissance and its most famous 
artists.  
 
Educator Instructions: Have your students read this lesson about the Italian 
Renaissance, Michelangelo, and other famous artists of the time. 
 
 
The Italian Renaissance (pronounced Rén•a•sahnce) 1350-1600 
 
The Renaissance is a French word that means “rebirth.” Starting in Florence, Italy in the 
early 1300s, there was a rebirth of interest in the cultures of ancient Greece and Rome.  
 
The Europeans of the Renaissance took ideas from these ancient people about their 
works of art and architecture, and then developed their own. They also made 
important scientific discoveries, including the invention of the printing press, the 
development of modern neurology (the study of the brain); and the development of 
modern astronomy (the study of space and the universe).  
 
The Italian Renaissance is perhaps best known for the artistic works of such artists as 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo Buonarroti, Raffaello Sanzio da Urbino (known as 
Rafael), and Donatello. Some of the greatest Renaissance artists worked in Florence 
and other Italian cities and painted and sculpted mostly religious figures and scenes.  
 
Leonardo da Vinci worked in Italy during the late 1400s and early 1500s. He painted 
two of the world’s most famous works: the Mona Lisa and The Last Supper. Leonardo 
also made statues and designed weapons. He even drew up plans for a helicopter.  
 
The Renaissance also led people in Europe to explore parts of the world they had 
never seen. Christopher Columbus and others from Spain and Portugal discovered 
North and South America, two continents that had been unknown to Europeans 
before his voyage. This inspired other voyages of discovery during and after the 
Renaissance period. 
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The History of the Italian Renaissance 
 
People who were living during the Renaissance saw themselves as different from those 
who came before them because they were trying to imitate the art and architecture of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans.  
 
No one event marked the end of the Renaissance. Its spirit of discovery led people to 
try new ideas in all areas of their lives. New ways of thinking about art, science, 
medicine, government, and politics, developed as well. 
 

Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475-1564) 

Michelangelo Buonarroti was a painter, sculptor, architect, poet, 
and one of the great artists of the Italian Renaissance. 

Michelangelo was born on March 6, 1475 in Caprese, Italy. A few 
weeks after his birth, Michelangelo’s family moved to Florence, 
where he lived much of his life.  

Michelangelo travelled to Bologna, Italy and then, in 1496, to 
Rome. He created the famous sculpture “Pietà” in 1497, and later 
produced his most famous sculpture, “David,” in 1504. 

Perhaps Michelangelo's greatest achievement as a painter was the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel in the Vatican (1508-1512), which is still seen as a remarkable work of 
art. From 1512 on, Michelangelo was considered Italy's greatest living artist. 

In 1537, Michelangelo returned to the Sistine Chapel where he completed his famous 
painting, “The Last Judgement,” on the altar wall of the chapel. He died in Rome on 
February 18, 1564 at the age of 89. 

 
 
 
 

  

18 



 

The History of the Italian Renaissance 
 

Four Fun Facts About Michelangelo 

 
1. Even though he was considered 
more of a sculptor than a painter, 
Michelangelo was asked to paint the 
ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome 
between 1508 and 1512, with his 
masterpiece, “The Last Judgement.” 
The section of the ceiling pictured here 
depicts God with a muscular body and 
face with a long white beard, like the 
Greek god Jupiter. 
  

  
 

2. Michelangelo carved his famous sculpture, the 17-foot tall 
statue of David, from a 40-year old piece of marble that had been 
thrown away. Although art experts believe the statue is perfectly 
designed and built, recent examinations of it have shown it is 
starting to decay faster than it should because of the poor quality 
of the marble Michelangelo chose.  

 
 
 
 

 
3. Michelangelo got into a fight with a fellow artist. When he was a teenager in 
Florence, a young sculptor named Pietro Torrigiano was working with Michelangelo. 
Pietro got into a fight with Michelangelo and broke his nose before running away and 
leaving Florence. 
 
 
4. Michelangelo was an accomplished poet. By the end of his life, Michelangelo was 
recognized as a great poet. He wrote more than 300 poems. While none of his poems 
was published while he was alive, they were read by other poets, and some 
composers even put music to several of them. 
 
  

Michelangelo’s famous 
sculpture, David 
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The History of the Italian Renaissance 
 
 
Famous Artists of The Italian Renaissance 
  
Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Rafael, and Donatello are the most well-known 
artists of the Renaissance period. Below are three famous works created by each of 
these four artists. 
 
 
Leonardo da Vinci 
 
 

 

 

  

  

Mona Lisa (1503) Virgin of the Rocks  
(1483-1486) 

 

The Last Supper 
(1495-1498) 

a 
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Michelangelo  

 

    

The Last Judgement 
(1536-1541) 

 

The Pietà 
(1498-1499) 

 

David 
(1501-1504) 
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Rafael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The School of Athens  
(1509–11) 

 

The Sistine Madonna  
(1512) 

 

The Transfiguration  
(1516–20) 
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Donatello 

 

 

 

 

  

Saint George 
(1415-1417) 

 

Saint George 
(1415-1417) 

 

Penitent Magdalene 
(1453-1455) 
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The History of the Italian Renaissance 
 
 
Common Core Standards Met 
 

3rd Grade – Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7. Language: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 A-I; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2 A-G; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C 

4th Grade -- Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.4.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9. Language: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1 A-G; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2 A-D; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.3 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 

 

 

 

 

  

24 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Met) 

 
 
Lesson Plan Objective: To learn more about The Met and the resources it has to 
offer. 
 
Educator Instructions: Have your students read this lesson about The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. They may also visit the suggested websites. 
 
 
A Brief History of The Met 
(Excerpted from The Met’s website) 
 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art is in New York City and is the largest art museum in 
the United States. It was founded in 1870 by a group of American citizens who wanted 
to create a museum to bring art and art education to the American people. The first 
museum building, located on 14th Street between Sixth and Seventh Avenues in New 
York, opened on February 20, 1872.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1880, The Met moved to its current location at Fifth Avenue and Central Park, New 
York City’s largest park. The original building has been greatly expanded in size since 
then. The front part of the building and its entrance along Fifth Avenue were 
completed in 1926. 

The present Metropolitan Museum of Art on 5th Avenue in New York City. The original Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in 1870. 
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The Metropolitan Museum of Art (The Met) 
 
 
The Met has over two million works of art and other items including paintings, artifacts 
(different objects made by people), sculptures, musical instruments, costumes, 
weapons, and armor from around the world. The Met has large amounts of African, 
Asian, Byzantine, Indian, and Islamic art.  
 
More than seven million people visit The Met each year, many of whom are students 
from schools throughout the country.  
 
 
Exploring The Met 
 
The Met, celebrating its 150th year in 2020, is located at 1000 Fifth Avenue in New York 
City. For more information about The Met, visit their special #MetKids website at 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/ 
 
Whether you are looking for classes, lessons, or other learning opportunities, find your 
place at The Met. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/learn/learning-resources 
 
There is even a place on #MetKids dedicated to the museum’s relationship with “From 
the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler” at 
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/videos/MetKids-Can-We-
Talk-about-the-Mixed-up-Files-and-The-Met 
 
If you get the chance to visit The Met, the museum’s education department offers 
interactive, family guides with lots of information and activities. 
https://www.metmuseum.org/learn/kids-and-families/family-guides 
 
 
Common Core Standards Met 
 
3rd Grade – Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7. Language: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 A-I; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2 A-G; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C 
 
4th Grade -- Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.4.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9. Language: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1 A-G; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2 A-D; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.3 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6  
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Researching Famous Artists 
 

Lesson Plan Objective: To examine and express an opinion about a work of art. 
 
Educator Instructions: After reading about the Italian Renaissance and exploring 
the resources The Metropolitan Museum of Art site offers, students will create short 
PowerPoint presentations on different artists.  
 
Students should create multi-slide presentations about an artist of their choosing 
(Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael or Donatello). We suggest the first slides focus on 
information about the artist, a picture of the artist, his birth and death years, and a 
short description of who he was. The next set of slides should highlight the works that 
made that artist famous, making sure to include the names of the works and the year(s) 
they were created. The last set of slides should focus on a specific work of art that the 
student wants to explore in more detail.  
 
The student should react to, or critique, the work by answering questions like: What 
materials was the work created from? What do you like about it? What does it mean to 
you? Why do you think it is considered such a worthy piece of art? When possible, 
students should present their projects to their class to practice formal presentation 
skills.  
 
Students should be reminded to use scholarly articles and appropriate academic sites 
to create their PowerPoint presentations. They should also properly cite their source 
materials. Guidelines are designed to be flexible to meet your classroom standards 
and expectations.  
 
Researching an Artist 
 
Now that you have learned all about the Italian Renaissance and The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art it is your turn to create a presentation about an artist. You may choose 
from Leonardo da Vinci, Rafael, and Donatello. Create a PowerPoint presentation, 
making sure to include and address the following:  
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Researching Famous Artists 
 
 

• Picture of your artist, his birth and death years, and a short description of who 
he was 

• Famous works of your chosen artist  
• Pick one piece of art to talk specifically about 
• What do you like about it?  
• What does it mean to you?  
• Why do you think it is considered such a worthy piece of art? 

 
 
What is a Critique? 
 
A well-known work of art receives much attention from the public, art historians, and 
art critics who use their knowledge and expertise to review and analyze the work. This 
personal interpretation, whether spoken or written, is called a critique. 
 
A critique usually includes the following components: 
 
A description of the work, without judging it.  
An analysis of how the work has been created and put together. 
An interpretation of how the work makes you feel or think. 
An overall judgment or evaluation of the work. 
 

Common Core Standards Met 

3rd Grade -- Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.6; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.7; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.8 Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7 
Language: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 A-I; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2 A-G; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.3.3 A-B; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 A-C 
Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6 

4th Grade -- Writing: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9 
Reading Informational Text: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9 Language: CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.4.1 A-G; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2 A-D; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3 A-C; 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 A-C; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 Speaking and Listening: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.6 
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Sketching Angel and Creating Your Own Mark 
 
 
Lesson Plan Objective: To create your own artwork and trademark. 
 
Educator Instructions: Have your students sketch their own version of the Angel 
statue that is at the center of the musical’s mystery. Then, have your students create 
their own mason’s mark, or logo, for how they might represent their name or initials on 
their artwork. 
 
 
Sketching Angel 
 
The sketches of the Angel statue are never seen during the performance. Below is a 
sample of two Michelangelo sketches just to give you a sense of his drawing style.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, create your own original sketch of what you think the Angel statue looks like. If 
you like the sketch of your Angel, you may ask your teacher, parent, or caregiver for 
their permission to send your work to ArtsPower Theatre On Demand. Once approval 
is received, we will post your sketch on our site at 
artspowerondemand.teachable.com. 
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Sketching Angel and Creating Your Own Mark 

 
 
Your Own Mason’s Mark 
 
Although Claudia and Jamie talked about seeing the 
mason’s mark in stone on the underside of base of the Angel 
statue, you never see it.  
 
Here is a copy of an actual sketch Michelangelo drew of a 
piece of marble he wanted the stonecutters to cut for him at 
some point in the early 1520s. His mason’s mark is indicated 
by the three interlocking circles with the letter M inside one 
of the circles that he drew on the bottom side of the piece of 
marble. 
 
Create your own mason’s mark, which is you own personal logo, symbol, or initials. 
What do you want it to look like? Are there any favorite shapes you might want to use? 
What symbol or symbols might you choose to represent you and your work? 
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Common Core State Standards List 

 
 
Grade 3 Standards  
 
An annotated list of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for the third grade that 
are met throughout this Study Buddy, and that appear at the end of each lesson, 
appear below. For more information about the Common Core State Standards, visit 
www.corestandards.org. 
 
WRITING  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create 
an organizational structure that lists reasons. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to 
connect opinion and reasons. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations 
when useful to aiding comprehension. 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.4 
With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task and purpose.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.5 
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect 
ideas within categories of information. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.6 
With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish 
writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.7 
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.8 
Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic 
to explore ideas under discussion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.B 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful 
ways, listening to others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and 
texts under discussion). 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C 
Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, 
and link their comments to the remarks of others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.D 
Explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.2 
Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.4 
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts 
and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.6 
Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to 
provide requested detail or clarification.  
 
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2 
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.4 
Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases 
in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7 
Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a 
text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key 
events occur). 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

LANGUAGE  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.A 
Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs in 
general and their functions in particular sentences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.B 
Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.C 
Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.D 
Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.E 
Form and use the simple (e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk) verb tenses. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.F 
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.G 
Form and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs, and choose 
between them depending on what is to be modified. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.H 
Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.1.I 
Produce simple, compound, and complex sentences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.A 
Capitalize appropriate words in titles. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.B 
Use commas in addresses. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.C 
Use commas and quotation marks in dialogue.  
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.D 
Form and use possessives. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.E 
Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other studied words and for 
adding suffixes to base words (e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.F 
Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word families, position-based 
spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing 
words. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.G 
Consult reference materials, including beginning dictionaries, as needed to 
check and correct spellings. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3 
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3.A 
Choose words and phrases for effect.* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.3.B 
Recognize and observe differences between the conventions of spoken and 
written standard English. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.A 
Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.B 
Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a known affix is added 
to a known word (e.g., agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, 
care/careless, heat/preheat). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.C 
Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word with the 
same root (e.g., company, companion). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.D 
Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases.  
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in 
word meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.A 
Distinguish the literal and nonliteral meanings of words and phrases in context 
(e.g., take steps). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.B 
Identify real-life connections between words and their use (e.g., describe 
people who are friendly or helpful). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.C 
Distinguish shades of meaning among related words that describe states of 
mind or degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, 
wondered). 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 
Grade 4 Standards  
 
An annotated list of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for the fourth grade 
that are met throughout this Study Buddy, and that appear at the end of each lesson, 
appear below. For more information about the Common Core State Standards, visit 
www.corestandards.org. 
 
WRITING  
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and 
information. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.A 
Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational 
structure in which related ideas are grouped to support the writer's purpose. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.B 
Provide reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.C 
Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order 
to, in addition). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5 
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing.  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.6 
With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, 
to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page 
in a single sitting. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.7 
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.8 
Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print 
and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of 
sources.  
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

SPEAKING AND LISTENING  

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.A 
Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the topic 
to explore ideas under discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.B 
Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.C 
Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, 
and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of 
others. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1.D 
Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding 
in light of the discussion. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.4 
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.5 
Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.6 
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting ideas) and 
situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use 
formal English when appropriate to task and situation.  
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Common Core State Standards List 
 
READING: INFORMATIONAL TEXT  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.1 
Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly 
and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.2 
Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3 
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.9 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 
 
LANGUAGE  
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.A 
Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative adverbs 
(where, when, why). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.B 
Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be 
walking) verb tenses. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.C 
Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.D 
Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., a 
small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.E 
Form and use prepositional phrases. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.F 
Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons.* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.G 
Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their).* 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.A 
Use correct capitalization. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.B 
Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a 
text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.C 
Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.2.D 
Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3 
Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.A 
Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.B 
Choose punctuation for effect.* 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.3.C 
Differentiate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presenting 
ideas) and situations where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.A 
Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.B 
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to 
the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
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Common Core State Standards List 
 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.C 
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.6 
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of 
being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are basic to a particular topic 
(e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when discussing animal preservation). 
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